CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

College of Health and Human Services – Department of Family and Consumer Sciences
FMD 252 – Analysis, Evaluation, and Comparison of Ready-to-Wear

Fall 2008, Tuesday 6:00-8:45PM, Room FCS 015

Instructor:
Michelle Beitel 



E-Mail

mbeitel@gmail.com 


Office:

FCS Building,  Room 014 


Telephone: 
714-269-0404
Office Hours:
Tuesday 11:30-12:30 PM Thursday 11:30-1:30PM
REQUIRED TEXT AND MATERIALS
Brown, P. & Rice, J. (2001).  Ready-to-wear apparel analysis.  New York: Macmillan.

Coop, J. (2007).  FCS 252 Analysis, evaluation, comparison of ready-to-wear.  Long Beach: California State University, Campus Copy Center.

Access to the internet: Mbeitel.pbwiki.com

CATALOG DESCRIPTION


Analysis of the quality of materials, design, and construction in ready-to-wear garments and accessories; comparison of processes involved in manufacturing concepts of sizing, principles of fit; aids in buying and selling.
OBJECTIVES/STUDENT OUTCOMES

As a result of studying Analysis, Evaluation, and Comparison of Ready-to-Wear, the student will be able to:

· Communicate effectively with manufacturers, buyers, co-workers, and consumers by using appropriate terminology for clothing construction techniques, fabric and fashion of ready-to-wear.

· Evaluate garment construction techniques and procedures used in ready-to-wear in terms of appearance, durability, end use, and care.

· Distinguish various price levels in ready-to-wear garments in relationship to fiber, fabric, construction, volume produced, fashion aspect, complexity of construction techniques, labor, supply and demand.

· Explain the relationship of garment fit, garment style, body shape, and size for specific ready-to-wear target markets.

· Analyze aesthetic factors concerning coordination of textures, colors, trims, and garment design.

· Evaluate accuracy of given care label instruction in terms of fiber use, garment design, and intended end use.

· Understand applicable textile and apparel regulations and laws relevant to retailer and consumer.

· Explain key manufacturing processes pertinent to quality of final product of selected fashion accessories.

· Distinguish style in each category of accessories.

· Identify materials and/or sources of raw materials used in accessory production.

· Use accurate terminology for manufacturing, styling, buying, and selling accessories.

· Evaluate quality at various price levels of selected accessory categories.

· Describe labeling and government regulations pertaining to the accessory market.

Concepts covered through lecture, discussion, and reading assignments include:

· Today’s apparel industry.

· Global trade in the apparel industry.

· Government regulations and labeling.

· Quality features and processes used in the apparel industry.

· How consumers perceive quality.

· The mass-production process: design, costing, preproduction, production, distribution, promotion and sales.

· Design development: shape, silhouette, and style.

· Sizing and fit.

· Fabric features and performance.

· Findings and trim.

· Physical features of stitches.

· Seams and edge treatments.

REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION

Student grades will be based on the percentage of total semester points the student has accumulated.  Points are obtained by the following methods:
  
  - Exams (3)
- Mini-assignments (3)
- Projects (3)
- Participation

 


Examinations


Each exam will include questions based on information gained from lectures and textbook readings. Questions may be true/false, multiple choice, matching, short answer, and essay.  Please bring a SCANTRON.

Mini-Assignments

There will be three mini-assignments given during the semester that relate to current course material. The assignments will evaluate the accuracy of garment labels, assess quality features, and compare sizing of different manufactures.

Projects

You will be responsible for three projects during the semester.  Each of these is described in detail in the packet.


Project #1: Designer Price Line Analysis.  Each student individually or in a team of up to three students,will research a designer that produces apparel at three or more price lines (ex. Designer, bridge, better, moderate, or budget).  This project includes a written, oral, and visual presentation.


Project #2: Garment Evaluation at Various Price Lines.  Students will work in groups of three or four students.  Students will compare similar garments at various price levels of ready-to-wear.  This project includes a written, oral, and visual presentation. 


 Project #3: Ready to Wear Reference Book. Each student will create a ready to wear reference book throughout the semester. Students will identify and label various garment styles, findings, trims, seams and stitches. 

Class Participation


Students are expected to attend class regularly in order to participate in class discussions, respond to questions, and participate in in-class activities.  In class activities will be given throughout the semester.  Participation grade will be lowered based on absences, i.e., if you are not present you cannot participate. Unannounced in class activities will be assigned randomly throughout the semester. 

Extra Credit

You may attempt to raise your grade in the course by completing extra credit.  Extra credit is optional and can only improve your total score for the class.  A maximum of 30 points may be earned on the combined total of options #1 & #2.  There are three ways to obtain extra credit:

1. Students may bring to class examples of quality indicators and/or construction details that are being discussed in class each day.    The student must write a short description of the garment and the details shared with the class and submit this summary to the instructor on the same day.  Each quality indicator or construction detail is worth 2 points.  You may earn a maximum of 20 points in this option.  All extra credit must be shared by the last day of class discussion.
2. Selected assignments from text or class discussions
3. Extra credit questions may be included on each exam.

COURSE GRADES


Course grades will be based on a straight percentage of total points possible for the course.

Tentative Point Distribution                                                                   Tentative Course Grade Distribution


Source




Points

             Percentage
   Points
             Grade


Exams (3 @100 pts. each)

  
  300


90 – 100%
567 – 630
    A


Mini-assignments (3 @ 25 pts. each)
    75


80 –   89%
504 – 566
    B


Projects (3 @ 100 pts. Each)

  300


70 –   79%
441 – 503
    C


Participation/ in class activities               
    30


60 –   69%
378 – 440
    D

Total 




  705


 0 –   59%
    0 – 377
    F
Discussion of Course Scores


The instructor will be happy to discuss your scores with you BEFORE the end of the semester.  Please keep all your quizzes, exams, and assignments after they are returned.  Bring them to the discussion.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Attendance

Each student is expected to regularly attend class and to be punctual. Attendance is expected for two main reasons:  1) test material is based on class lectures as well as your text; 2) participation is a portion of your grade and is not possible if you are absent.

Accommodation

It is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor in advance of the need for accommodation of a university verified disability.

Due Dates

The due dates for all exams and assignments are on the class schedule, therefore, they are mandatory.  In case of emergency, the instructor must be informed in advance.  Illnesses must be verified by a written medical excuse. Students have one week to make up a test. Must be scheduled at instructor’s convince. 

Coursework may be handed in one class period late for a 20% deduction. After that no credit will be given. All assignments are due at the beginning of class the day they are assigned, they will be considered late if turned in after they have been collected. Assignments delivered to Ms. Beitel’s box in FCS or via email will be considered late.  After this class, no credit will be given. Do not put assignments under Ms. Beitel’s office door! 

Withdrawal and Incomplete

It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from classes.  Instructors have no obligation to withdraw students who do not attend classes.  Formal withdrawal is allowed only for medical or family emergencies.  A student may not withdraw due to poor grades or failure to complete assignments.  The Department of Family and Consumer Sciences policy for withdrawal is the same as the university policy:  students can drop a course in weeks 1-2 without signatures; faculty and department chair signatures are needed in weeks 3-12; students cannot drop the course without serious and compelling reasons beginning week 13.  Refer to the Schedule of Classes and CSULB catalog for full details and limitations of the withdrawal policy

Incompletes are given only if the student has completed two-thirds of the coursework before the end of the semester.  They are granted only for legitimate reasons.  Please discuss obtaining an “I” grade with your instructor BEFORE the end of the semester, as paperwork must accompany the grade.

General Regulations & Procedures


Refer to the CSULB catalog for full details.  Students should read the sections relating to cheating and plagiarism to fully understand the consequences of these actions.

Cell Phones, Pagers, Etc.


Cell phones, pagers, etc. must be turned off during class.  Please ensure these devices are off prior to the beginning of class. Computers are permitted for note taking purposes only. If used for other things students will not be permitted to bring computers to class. 

FMD 252: Analysis, Evaluation, and Comparison of Ready-To-Wear

Fall 2008 – Tentative Class Schedule

Tuesday 6:00-8:45, FCS 015

	WEEK
	DATE
	TOPIC (subject to change)
	READING

	1
	9/2
	Introduction
	

	
	
	Ch. 1: Overview of the Apparel Industry
Ready to Wear Reference Book

	Chapter 1



	2
	9/9
	Ch. 2: Government Regulations & Labeling, Mini-assign. #1
	Chapter 2

	
	
	Ch. 2: Government Regulations & Labeling con’t.

Designer Price Line Analysis Assignment

RTW Reference Book Topic:
	

	3
	9/16
	Mini-assignment #1 due

Ch. 3: Apparel Quality Assessment
	Chapter 3

	
	
	Ch. 3: Apparel Quality Assessment, con’t., Mini-assign. #2
RTW Reference Book Topic:
	

	4
	9/23
	Ch. 4: The Mass Production Process
	

	
	
	Mini-assignment #2 due

Video – Levi’s 501

RTW Reference Book Topic:
	Chapter 4

	5
	9/30
	Major Assignment group meeting
	

	
	
	Exam #1 – Chapters 1-4

RTW Reference Book Topic:
	

	6
	10/7
	Designer Price Line Analysis Assignment Due
	

	
	
	Ch. 5: Shape, Silhouette, Style

RTW Reference Book Topic:
	Chapter 5

	7
	10/14
	Ch. 5: Shape, Silhouette, Style, con’t.
	

	
	
	Ch. 6: Sizing and Fit, Mini-assign. #3

RTW Reference Book Topic:
	Chapter 6

	8
	10/21
	Ch. 6: Sizing and Fit, con’t.
	

	
	
	Mini-assignment #3 due

Ch. 7: Fabric: The Essential Quality Indicator

RTW Reference Book Topic:
	Chapter 7

	9
	10/28
	Ch. 7: Fabric: The Essential Quality Indicator, con’t.
	

	
	
	Exam #2 – Chapters 5-7

RTW Reference Book Topic:
	

	10
	11/4
	Ch. 8: Findings and Trim
	Chapter 8

	
	
	Ch. 9: Stitches

RTW Reference Book Topic:
	Chapter 9

	11
	11/11
	No Class- Veteran’s Day
	

	
	
	
	

	12
	11/18
	Ch. 9: Stitches, con’t.

Work on Major assignment
	

	
	
	RTW Reference Book Topic:
	

	13
	11/25
	Ch. 10: Seams and Edge Treatments
	Chapter 10

	
	
	Ch. 10: Seams and Edge Treatments, con’t

RTW Reference Book Topic:
	

	14
	12/2
	Accessories
	TBA

	
	
	Accessories 

RTW Reference Book Topic:
	

	15
	12/9
	Major Assignment group meeting
	

	
	
	Exam #3 – Chapters 8-10; Accessories

Ready to Wear Reference Book DUE- Share with Class
	

	16
	12/18
	Final Exam Period Thursday Dec. 18 (7:15-9:15 PM) 

Major Assignment Presentations
	


7
3

