HISTORICAL CHART OF INFLUENTIAL DESIGNERS

Source (Fashion: From Concept to Consumer, Frings, 2008)

	Years Most Influential
	Designers and International Fashion Directions

	1774 – 1793
	Rose Bertin: dressmaker to Marie Antoinette

	1790 – 1815
	Hippolyte le Roy: dressmaker for the court of

Napolean, creator of the classic revival Empire style

	1860s
	Charles Worth (b. England): father of modern couture for women

London’s Savile Row tailors set standards for men’s tailoring

	Late 1800s
	Redfern, Cheruit, Doucet, Paquin

	Early 1900s
	Madame Gerber (house of Callot Sisters), Jeanne Lanvin

	1909 – 1911
	Paul Poiret: his tunics freed women from corsets

	1912 – 1915
	Charlotte Premet

	Post-World War I
	Madelaine Vionnet: first to do bias cut, designed on a small doll

	1916 – 1921
	Coco Chanel: known for boyish Look and for using jersey, Suntan, Costume Jewelry

	1922-1929
	Jean Patou: known for the Flapper Look

	1930 – 1935
	Elsa Schiaparelli (b. Italy): “hard chic” and unconventional styling, Shocking Pink

	1936 – 1938
	Mainbocher (b. United States) and Molyneux (b. Ireland): understatement and broadening shoulders

Gilbert Adrian: Hollywood glamour copied in ready-to-wear

	1940 – 1945
	Claire McCardell (American): known for American Look of practical sportswear

The war years made communication with Europe impossible and made Americans begin to appreciate their own designers

	1947 – 1957
	Christian Dior: with his New Look, Paris fashion leadership regained

American sportswear for men appears

	1950 – 1960
	Balenciaga, Givenchy, Saint Laurent, Andre Courrèges, Pierre Cardin (France), Pucci (Italy)

	1960s
	Mary Quant: English designers have influence. Beginning of young designers creating for young people

Miniskirts and Mod Look

	1968 – 1975
	Confusion in fashion direction; Paris influence is waning

Ethnic influence, street fashion

American jeans become international fashion

	1970s
	International exchange of fashion

Major influence from French prêt-à-porter: Saint Laurent, Kenzo (b. Japan), Rykiel, Lagerfeld (b. Germany)

Italian designers important: Armani, Missoni, Krizia (Mandelli), Ferragamo shoes, Gucci handbags, Geoffrey Beene, Halston, Calvin Klein, Mary McFadden important in American fashion

	1980s
	Global outlook; acquisition

Japanese have international influence

Rise of internationally known, moderately priced sportswear by manufacturers such as Liz Claiborne, Esprit, and Benetton

Armani (Italy) sets the fashion tone for professional women

Lagerfeld and Lacroix rejuvenate the French couture

American fashion designers begin exporting

	1990s
	Recession followed by value orientation; grunge look

Karl Lagerfeld is major international trendsetter with five collections

Gucci and Prada of Italy are trendsetters; minimalist look

John Galliano at Dior; Alistair McQueen at Givenchy; outrageous couture

American designers known worldwide

Growth of men’s designer sportswear; Tommy Hilfiger

	2000+
	Return of enthusiasm for fashion yet casual clothes prevalent

Multiple trendsetters

Growth of E-commerce for fashion yet casual clothes prevalent

Multiple trendsetters

Growth of E-commerce for fashion retailing

Global expansion and global sourcing

Continuing acquisitions and consolidations; manufacturing and retailing giants


