Project 1

The Language of Apparel From Various Cultures

OBJECTIVES:

1. Demonstrate the importance of apparel in understanding culture in both historic and contemporary times. 

2. Identify and appreciate apparel contributions from various cultures to the global fashion industry. 

3. Understand Diaspora as it influences fashion. 

4. Develop skills in computer aided research.

5. Develop skills in working in a group including identification of a leader, decision-making, division of labor, delegation, follow-up, and cooperation. 

OVERVIEW:

This project is designed to allow students to study their own cultural heritage in two time periods:

1. Historical time period: Students will select a historical time period (Prior to 1900’s) in the country of their ancestors and study the apparel worn at that time. Students will analyze the apparel, specifically looking at the socio-psychological, cultural, and physical influences on clothing in this time period. 

2. Contemporary time period: Students will examine the clothing worn in the same country today. Students will analyze the socio-psychological, cultural, and physical influences on this country’s current fashion statements. Students will Identify this country’s key contemporary designers and their contributions. 

PROCEDURE:

1. Form teams of 3-4 members with students from a similar cultural heritage.

2. Read the projects requirements, select a team leader, devise a work plan, and divide work equitably among group members. 

3. One class period will be spent in the library. 

4. Students will then select a historical time period and a description of the apparel of this culture during that time. When conducting research in the university library and no the Internet use terms such as: costume history, apparel, dress, clothing, or other historical words.

a. Analyze the apparel, describing what it indicates about this culture at this time period. For Example: 

· What does the clothing say about the economics of the time? Gender? Status? Modesty? Adornment?

· How was clothing used to separate the classes?

· How was quantity (numbers, size, or scale) and/or quality (workmanship/color) a factor?

· How was clothing used as a status symbol?

· Were there sumptuary laws in this culture during this historical time period?

· How was clothing used to separate the genders? Was there a particular hairstyle or a special type of clothing used to separate the genders?

· How did clothing show age discrimination? Where there any rites of passage which included clothing? Was there any permanent body alterations (scarification, tattooing)?

· Was clothing used to identify marital status?

· Was clothing used to show political convictions?

· Were there any unique aesthetic preferences?

· Were there any technical advances or limitations that influenced this culture?

· How was clothing used to attract the opposite sex?

b. Identify the current unique contributions to fashion of this culture such as:

· Who the contemporary designers are from this culture. Describe the unique style of their designs. If there are no designers, can you identify designs that are unique to this culture?

· Is there any correlation between the historical clothing and the contemporary clothing of this culture?

5. After researching the topic, each team will write a 10-12 page, illustrated, end-noted paper. Follow APA (American Psychological Association) guidelines for the formal paper. You must include a bibliography.

6. Illustrate the fashions from both time periods on a tri-fold display board. Title and label the board. Mount pictures. Use appropriate elements and principles of design. 

PRESENTATION:

1. One written paper will be submitted by each team.

2. One 15 min oral presentation will be given before the class by each team. 

3. The visual should be used to illustrate and reinforce key points of the oral presentation.

EVALUATION:

Each team’s project will be evaluated in four ways:

1. Evaluation forms are included which will be used by:

a. the professor- submit with the paper

b. the student for self-evaluation-submit at the end of class on day of oral presentation.

c. Classmates for immediate feedback-submit at the end of class on day of oral presentation.

2. A team evaluation form provides a forum for each team member to evaluate his/her teammates as to their contribution to the team effort. Submit evaluation with your other team members. This should be a confidential evaluation of your team member’s contributions.

